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prove that Oswald had ample time to get off hia three 
shots, Posner 8aya,^:>;V ,• * v-. 1 ! 1 

The book already has gotten more attention than to 
any recent JFK project save Oliver Stone’s movie, 

“ JFK,” which suggested that a plot to kill Kennedy, h 
emanated from high, levels of the United States Goy-lfr 
emment. , *, • A * df 

Its appeal lies- foth$nits c thorough, apparently S 
even-handed research, and the fact that, following the m 
publication in rgcfinj^pars of a near-constant stream^ 
of conspiracy books, -“Case Closed” may be the first s 
by a respected author to argue persuasively, for tlje 
Oswald-alone theory, 1 ' a scenario most Americana dis*?! 
missed years ago. 1 41 - >.’ ■ * ? ; v • X... § 

* f We have forgotten the story,” Posner said. “We J 
have forgotten the details of it because we’ye lost Os- • 
wold, la all these thirty years, all the talk was about j 
conspiracies.” Xl* ' ^ J 

Typical of the favorable treatment thus far was a ’j 
cover story and 24-page special report on the book in \ 

U.8. News and World Report, The magazine's cover % 
declared the book M)rilliant” and concluded that of jS 
all the new books on the assassination, “Case Closed” V] 
had the "smell of truth,” The others, U.S. News said,' ' W 
merely had a “smeU;"^'^ V ^ ' 

“lie sweeps away decades of polemical smoke, layer 
by layer, and builds an unshakable case against JFK’s v 
killer,” U.S. News said of Posner. T 

“It’s just a model of historical scholarship,” said 'i 
Stephen Ambrose,* the Boyd Professor of History at$ 
the University of New Orleans, and noted student of .fj 
assassination literature, who -says the book has . 
changed his mind. He said that until this hook, he had 
entertained the possibility of a conspiracy because of 
doubts about the single-bullet theory. He says Posner d 
has convinced hinv ^hat a single bullet hit both Ken- 
nedy and Connally: and that Oswald acted alone. 

But will “Case Closed” change the American mind? $ 
Critics — and thei^are many — say that Posner, 
former Manhattan attorney, ignored important evi- 
dence In an effort to. build a prosecutorial indictment 
- of the ream of conspiracy theories. v ■•>£. 

r , ; probably the most^ widely respected believer in. the 
possibility of a JFK conspiracy — former House Se- 
loct Committee on Assatei nations counsel G. Robert 
Blakey — said Posner’s book, rather than havinga 
real impact, would^uL up a mere “footnote” in a 
bibliography of assassination literature. X r 1V 

"What’s troublesome for me in Posner’s book is ; i«> 
that he’s a lawyer writing the brief for one aide, and ^ 
there’s no reason for a person who’s seen or heard all 
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.HE ASSASSINATION of John FXf search for truth marches 
Kennedy and attendant, whodunit*?. Because the Warren 
1 theories have done much* to, define ; centerpiece oftheestabl 
the last quarter of this; American argument, Stone likely 
century — the killing of V beloved “march” for truth will t> 
president because his loss repre- “What made us |Am 
sented to mili-.ons the sudden conspiracy theories was 
snatching away of hope, and the con 


the evidence to credit hia book as opposed to someone . ipi^cy arguments because they revealed a powerful 
else’a,” said Blakey, a University of Notre Dame law *^akeptictam straining at the national psyche . \ 
professor. , • , , ’ * i r ?;: By the time the Warren Commission declared in 

T think Lee Harvey Oswald fired two shots from ^904 that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in slaying 

.2 J iL.i 1- ! 1 1 . ■] M il*A T I I I / vrl Cl A ^ AO ( * — m m •• * « . . « • 1 


report was woefully, woe 
than Van kin, author of t 
Cover-ups and Crimea: 
Mind Control in Ameria 

behind that killed the president of the United States ^Kennedy the previous year, polls showed that a third safea^ ^ m osT po U t i ^?lT 

beyond a reasonable doubt, Blakey said. ^ But . I 0 f Americans believed instead that Oswald was only a V ou see that vou have t 

think there is substantial evidence to believe both the fplayer in someone’s diabolical game. The number hit ^ y the flulho 

ear- and the eye-witnesses that there was another percent in 1966 and continued dimming. wWhen o^nrald was merely one 
shot in the plaza. -, J , * ' ^pollsters questioned Americans following the contro- Thnmyh he reiortR c 

“I think a reasonable person can agree with me,” yersial 1991 movie, “JFK,” 77 percent said they had - B ^ 

Blakey added. “I’m not so arrogant as to say, ‘Case v no doubt: Kennedy was the victim of a conspiracy. 


Closed.’ 
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’• , It was as though Kennedy’s death had inspired a . ■ \ . * : K 

"Case Closed” essentially is a straightforward nar- li new religion — an orthodoxy ofdiabelief. "The theor- 

tion of how Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, came Wfo* really ran around the country like wildfire,” re- ■ Q „ QQ ;„ at j^ r , •.tiP po . 


ration ( 


aasai nation. “There haa 


to kill Kennedy. The conclusion, though arrived at KcalledjnRamsey Clark, who served as U.S.> attorney * .. o . 

more artfully, is predsely that of the Warren Com- ^general from 1967-69. “It was hard to go to a college U G »i 

mission, which endured both contemporary and sub- $ qi m p U s and not find a dozen or so young people who . , uuierB not ® iaaL Ame 
sequent derision for not seeing a conspiracy. ,v WO uld come up very agitated, presenting all kinds of >. Dr “ ce c ° n . aplracy ex . p 

But there are some new twists. ; ^theories.” Seeing that Clark wasn't buying, students wh08e f h ‘ atory , 18 repa 

Posner produced ope the old-faBhioned way: By ere- :■.! seemed incredulous. “They would walk away shaking 80me 01 it murderous. A 
ating his own index, of. the Warren Commission re- -‘their heads” he said. ^ for U ' e °J ltland,fll 
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